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;HAP. France, Germany, and the United States of America
vn in the Pacific. A foreign power established on
the southern coast of New Guinea was clearly in
a position to menace the safety of Australia., and
Queensland, whose coasts were most nearly affected,
implored the Imperial Government to forestall such
a possibility by annexing the whole of that great
island. The cost of administering these vast terri-
tories was heavier than Queensland could face, and
the revenues of the Imperial Government were
derived exclusively from the taxpayers of the British
Isles whose interest in New Guinea was remote in
comparison with that of the Australians. To the
question put by the Imperial Government whether
the Australian colonies would guarantee the cost
involved, no certain answer was forthcoming nor
indeed was possible. For its six colonial govern-
ments were just as incapable of meeting the national
needs of Australia as in the previous century thirteen
colonial governments had been of meeting the
national needs of America* The problem was not
in practice solved by the formula of co-operation".
A deadlock ensued, and in 1883 the Queensland
Government cut the knot by annexing New Guinea
on its own responsibility. Their action was promptly
repudiated by the Imperial Government In the
same year the Parliament of New Zealand passed
a Bill authorizing the New Zealand Government
to annex any island in the Pacific not claimed by
foreign powers. The Bill was vetoed by the I mperial
Government Another and more recent case may
be noted. In 1910 the Parliament of New Zealand
passed a measure which would in effect have ex-
cluded from New Zealand ports all ships but those